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Is retained by the Hindus, and rarely worn by any of the Muhammadans except among the lower classes. But there are many Hindus in trousers. Even the beard, the symbol among Moslems of all that was venerable and manly, has been openly abandoned by the Aligarh dudes, who may be seen glorying in thick and bushy moustaches, much to the scandal of the Maulvis who prescribe a thin streak of hair on the upper lip "for greater cleanliness in eating and drinking." The last stronghold of dress traditions remains in the head-dress. By the shape, weight, and material of the turban, you may easily pick out some of the well-known types among castes and clans. A dashing young Maharaja, with the latest shape in collars and ties, and the latest cut of frock coat from Bond Street, would yet in an Indian assemblage probably carry a turban that would proclaim his pride of ancestry, and prevent the veriest tyro from mistaking a Rajput for a Sikh or a Maratha. Similarly you would know the clan or sept of a Muhammadan nobleman if he wears his turban. But even here the reforming spirit is abroad. The majority of educated Muhammadans have discarded the picturesque variations of the turbans in favour of the lighter and more comfortable Turkish fez. The Moslem students almost invariably wear the fez all over the country. A similar movement in favour of Delhi embroidered caps is spreading among Hindu students.